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NEWSLETTER 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

A belated Happy New Year to everyone. I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and that you enjoyed the DVD, 
if you purchased one. I thought it was lovely!! 

Many thanks for all the generous gifts & cards received, we are all very, very grateful. 

Our topic this half term is ‘Opposites’ and you should have all received the topic letter about this.  

We will  be celebrating Chinese New Year this week (year of the rooster) and we will be enjoying Chinese 
cooking too! 

Each week we have been asking your child to bring in a different shape from home to support our ’Shape of 
the Week’. The shape each week is displayed on my notice board!! 

Our regular monthly visits from Mini Football, MAD Academy, African Drumming, Librarian and Cooking will 
continue and also, the relatively new activity-‘Phonic Stars’ introduced late last term. Phonic Stars is a fun 
session that focuses on the children learning about letter sounds interactively. If you would like to know 
more about this there are some information leaflets in the foyer, so please feel free to take one. You may 
like to visit a class outside of pre-school!!  

Parent Morning 

As mentioned in my last newsletter the Pre-School will be closed to the children on Monday 20 February so 
that we can hold our parent morning. (not the new January starts-see next heading) This will give you the 
opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and any concerns that you may have and also to look at your 
child’s folder. If you find it difficult to arrange childcare while you have your meeting I will be providing 
crèche facilities. The parent morning letters were given out last week but if you have forgotten to return 
your reply slip please let me know immediately as I need to organise the appointments before half term.  If 
20 February is unsuitable due to work commitments then please let me know and I will arrange a different 
day that is more convenient.  

New Parent Morning 

I will be holding a meeting after half term for all the parents of children that started this month. This will 
be a general meeting to explain how we teach the EYFS (early years foundation stage). It will not be to 
discuss your child’s individual progress as all new parents have had regular updates from their child’s 
keyperson or myself while they have been settling in. I will be speaking to you all next week to confirm the 
date of the meeting. 

Room 5 

Room 5 is continuing to be a great success. The children who will be going to Primary School this September 
are all benefitting from at least 2 mornings there each week. Karen will shortly be sending out her own 
newsletter to update you with what’s been happening. As I will be re-organising my staff rota after half 
term it is likely that some of the children’s allocated mornings in Room 5 will change. So please can you check 
the list in the foyer when you return after the break. 

Facebook 

By now many of you have seen my new Huntingfield Pre-School Facebook page and you have posted some 
lovely reviews etc. If you haven't yet seen it, I would be really grateful if you could have a look and ‘like, 
share or review.’ The page was intended to attract some new parents/children for September as I still have 
a few places available due to losing 40 children this Summer. So please SHARE!! Thank you!! 



January 2017 Spring Term 

What is That?  

Sometimes children may produce a piece of work whereby you have absolutely no idea what it is. It may look 
like a mess to you, just colour/material on a piece of paper but to them it is a ‘masterpiece’. Quite often they 
have sat at the craft table creating their ‘masterpiece’ for ’mummy’ or ’daddy’ for a considerable time. They 
have painted, mixed, shredded, cut, drawn, coloured and stuck to achieve perfection. Please can I remind you 
that it is the process that the children go through, not the end result that is important! 

Children’s Learning  

Each day, after registration, the children in the hall are split into two groups for circle time. One group 
remains in the hall and the other group is taken to room 1, so enabling quality learning for all groups. Circle 
times consist of “Good Morning”, counting, date/days of the week, reminders of rules & routines and our 
theme for that day as highlighted on the planning (could be phonics, feely bag, musical instruments/sound box, 
memory game, number activities, story, singing or topic discussion) During the morning the children are 
organised into their insect groups for 40 minutes of physical/outside play. Structured focus activities 
throughout the morning (particularly in Room 5) include writing, phonics, numbers and mathematical games, 
sharing activities, computer activities and possibly reading.  If we feel your child is ready to begin early 
reading, in other words if they have a good understanding of identifying many letter sounds particularly the 
SATPIN letters/sounds and how to sound out each letter and blend them to then identify the word, then they 
are ready. At this stage  your child’s key person will begin the Oxford Reading Tree books with them and this 
will be discussed with you and set as a ‘next step.’ Your child will be given a new book each week and this will 
be sent home in a zippa bag with a contact book. Your key person will keep the book updated with comments as 
to how your child is progressing so if you could do the same we would appreciate it!   

Our ‘Special Box’ activity is a 20 minute, 1-1 or small group (2-5 children) activity involving a box full of special 
exciting items put together to capture and hold a child’s focus and attention and also encourage communication 
skills. We are aiming this activity at children who have difficulty with listening, attention and speaking. We 
choose children who we feel would benefit from this daily activity and I will advise you if I have included your 
child in the group. 

While I appreciate that most parents want their children to have a good education it is also very important 
that children are equipped with the basic social skills in life, it is such an important part of their learning and 
development. Sometimes it is evident that parents put more emphasise on their children learning to write 
their name, read, count or develop letter and sound skills, than basic social skills. While I agree that these 
skills are important and need nurturing, we are a Pre-School, where children should be learning how to play 
with each other, share, develop independence and gain in confidence. Learning through play and not worksheets 
is how children at Huntingfield learn, develop and achieve while still having fun.   

Healthy Eating 

As a Pre-School we are continually trying to encourage and promote healthy eating. At the children’s snack 
time we offer healthy alternatives, such as bagels, crackers, snack-a-jacks, malt bread, pitta bread, 
breadsticks, toast and a varied range of familiar and unfamiliar fruits and vegetables.  Drinks continue to be 
milk or water. Sweets will only be given if parents bring them in for their child’s Birthday. Can I ask that you 
only bring in something like chocolate buttons/magic stars or Haribo’s, as some children have allergies or 
special dietary requirements. STRICTLY NO NUTS!! At lunch club we would be grateful if parents could all 
make sure that their child has a sandwich and a piece of fruit included in their lunch. Alternatives to 
sandwiches could be pitta bread, crackers, wraps or bagels. Please no fizzy or drinks high in sugar! Fruit 
should be cut into small pieces (grapes in half-lengthways and bananas sliced into half moons, no kiwis please!) 
to prevent choking.  We hope you will support us in trying to keep your child healthy!   

Coffee Mornings 

Kirsty will continue to run parent/grand-parent/carer Coffee Mornings every month, on different days for 
those of you who can’t attend on certain days! The date is always displayed in the foyer at least a week 
before. The next coffee morning will be on Friday 10 February. I would like to remind you that a small 
donation is needed please (£1) to cover the cost of the tea/coffee/milk/ biscuits/heating etc.  

Nappies/Pull Ups 

Unfortunately I do not provide nappies or pull ups so if your child is still wearing either can you please make 
sure that you leave some here in a NAMED bag in case of need! 
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Sainsbury’s Active Kids 

It is that time of year again!. The collection box is now in the foyer so please can we have your vouchers which 
will enable us to redeem them for some lovely outside toys and equipment for the children. The campaign runs 
until 2 May so please DONATE. THANK YOU!!  

Photos 

I will be updating the Photo display in the foyer this week so please have a look!! 

Questionnaires 

I will shortly be giving out my usual annual questionnaires. I would be grateful if you could complete and return 
these before half term if possible as your feedback is very important to me!  

Term Dates 

The updated Calendar is on the parent notice board in the foyer and also on my website. 

Finally 

Just to remind you, we will be breaking up for half term on Friday 10 February.  

 

Elaine 


